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THE VEIN OF 
LIBERTY 


WE 

. ing a private communication 
from one of the profoundest of con- 
temporary political thinkers. He is 
one of the most eminent of the many 
serious-minded Christians who, with 
real reluctance, come to the conclu- 
sion that there is nothing for it but 
to prosecute the war. For the opinions 
of such men we have a real respect; 
and their opinions are entitled to the 
best consideration we can give. 


As I see it, the world is going to be uni- i 


fled anyway, and the issue on which the 
war is being fought is: which party is going 
to do the unifying and (dependent on this) 
what is going to be the spirit in which the 


unification is carried out? I think that the 


need for unification is so extreme that the | 


world will consent to purchase unity at 

whatever price it may be compelled to pay. 

But Hitler's price is prohibitive. He will 

give the world unity at the price of depriv- 

ing the world of everything else that is 
spiritually valuable in life. If we resist 
and defeat Hitler and unify the world in 
our own way and in our own spirit, we 
may succeed in combining the necessary 
amount of unity with a vein of liberty 
which Hitler neither could nor would have 
in his world-order. I think that this differ- 
ence in the character of our world-order 
and Hitler's is something that will make 

a ciucial difference in the whole history of 

the world, 

With such a man, one can at least 
argue. We have in common the same 
kind of perspective on the process of 
events, the same kind of estimate of 
their significance. And there is, in 
such a view, a recognition — all too 
rare today—that by his “new order” 
Hitler is offering to satisfy a desper- 
ate need of the modern world: the 
need for unity. 


Now for the criticism of this view. 
First, it must be pointed out that, 
whereas Hitler offers a new unity at 
a price which is felt to be prohibitive, 
Britain is in fact offering no new unity 
at all. True, she may, if victorious, 
be compelled to create or impose one, 
but it is no part of her conscious and 
declared intentions. 


We would not lay too much empha- 
sis on the absence of any declared 


Europe under British (or British- 
American) auspices. The difficulties 
are obviously great, when there is no 
opportunity of consulting the peoples 
of Europe, if (as we must presume) 
it is intended to consult them. Emigré 
governments are never representative 
of the nations they abandon. But it is 


at least possible, and it is surely highly , 


desirable, that the British Govern- 
ment should clearly proclaim its in- 
tention, in the event of victory, of call- 
ing together all the nations to estab- 
lish in common the bases of a new 
European unity. Until this is done, 
it is impossible to assume that Bri- 
tain is fighting for any kind of Euro- 
pean unity at all. 

Second—and more important—the 
argument assumes that the only way 
to ensure that Anglo-Saxon influence 
will be effective in the set-up of the 
new unity, or, in other words, that 
“a vein of liberty” will be inserted 
into its structure, is through a Bri- 
tish military victory. This we deny 
flatly. We leave aside the considera- 
tion that such an outright military 
victory seems to us improbable; we 
leave aside the consideration of its 
appalling cost, in the degradation of 
material and spiritual life and the 
diminution on the Anglo-Saxon side of 
that very liberty which is to be our 


distinctive contribution to the new | 


unity. We nut these considerations 
aside, although they are of crucial im- 
portance, and although we think that 
a sober estimate of the condition of 
Europe at the end of a war waged 
until British victory would incline one 
to the conclusion that Russia, rather 
than Britain or Germany, would then 
be in the position fo exercise a deci- 
sive influence on the mode and quality 
ef the unification of Europe. 

Putting these considerations aside. we would 
ask whether xan outright British military vic- 
tory is, in fact, the most likely means of 
achieving a humanly tolerable European unity. 


(Continged on back page) 


BACK TO THE OLD FORM 


back to its old 


HE Fighting Fund is 
form. This week: £60 4s. 8d., 
making the total £1,416 4s. 2d. I, as 
Editor, recapture the old ard blessed feecl- 
ing that you are 2 marvellous set of readers 
to work for; and I could almost repent 
having expressed my previous disappoint- 
ment so plainly. I would repent, were it 
not so terribly important that pacifists 
should never slacken in their effort to 
build for the future. Please keep it up— 


week in, week out! 
The Editor 


Please make all cheques, POs and money 

orders payable to Peace News Ltd and 

crossed ‘‘a/c Payee", and address them 

to the Accountant, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


WILFRED 


Commentar 


—- 


Edited by ‘‘Observer”’ 


“Till Fascism Is Defeated” 


{ a 


| HE terms of the motion passed by the House of Commons 
approving the suppression of the Daily Worker deserve 


' notice. 


This House expresses its detestation of the propaganda of the Daily 


Worker in relation te the war, as it is convinced that the future of demo- 
cratic institutions and the expanding welfare of the people everywhere 
depend on the successful prosecution of the war till Fascism is finally 


defeated. 


| If Fascism is used as a generic term, it certainly includes the 
Governments of Greece, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, France, and 


probably Yugoslavia. 


WELLOCK 


Danger of Wishful War 


Thinking 


HE greater the crisis through 

which a nation passes, the 

greater is the tendency to come 
to congenial conclusions without due 
deliberation and inquiry. 

At a meeting the other day I heard 
aman who is regarded as having one 
of the best-informed minds in Britain 
on political and economic issues make 
a declaration which he failed to sup- 
port by any kind of evidence or argu- 
ment yet which, if generally accepted, 
might assist in prolonging the war, 
and thereby defeat the very ends 
which the speaker desired to serve. 

I discovered to my dismay “that 
man who had always appeared to me 
to be even coldly rational had become 
the victim of a species of phobia 
which had caused him to lose his men- 
tal balance. He wanted a military 
victory over Hitler as the necessary 
prelude to the demécratization of 
Europe, a task in which Britain would 
play a great part by way of econo- 


: : i | mie co-operation, loans to the smaller 
policy or plan for the unification of | fe 


States, etc. 

In the limited space of five min- 
utes, I tried to show him that the 
longer the war lasted the more diffi- 
cult it would be to establish the 
Europe he desired to see, and then 
went on to give reasons why no such 
Europe as he envisaged could be se- 
eured after the war. He admitted the 
former contentions, but brushed aside 


'my main argument with a single eva- 


sive sentence. 
As this idea of a new Europe after 
a victory over Germany is widely held 


'among progressive people, I think it 


is of the utmost importance carefully 
to examine It. 


ENDS—AND MEANS 


In the Daily Herald (Jan. 14), P. 
Noel,Baker wrote: 

When the war ends, the supreme task of 
our stulesmen will be the restoration of de- 
mocracy in national and_ international 
affairs, giving the peoples the volicies of 
peace and social justice for which men long. 

This task will loom very large at the 
Peuce Conference, when it comes . For the 
establishment of strong and stable demo- 
cratic system in Germany and Haly should 
be nmong the chief of all our peace aims. 
Very good. And how are these ends 

to be attained? Says Mr. Noel-Baker: 

A great development of the International 
Labour Office and a great raising of in- 
ternational labour standards; 

Wide, ambitious schemes of international 
economic co-operation: 

Progressive expansion of international 
trade; the international control of foreign 
loans; and perhaps of raw material sup- 
plies. 

Long-term planning for the greater bene- 
fit of all—these are not remote ideals, they 
will be the urgent necessities of our post- 
war world. 

I submit that all these measures de- 
pend for their success upon the first 
—“a great raising of international la-' 
bour standards.” But if Noel-Baker 
imagines that this can be achieved by 
a few enactments on the part of the 
International Labour Office, he is in 
for a rude awakening. The raising of 
international Jabour standards _ raises 
the supreme social problem of the mo- 


dern world—the problem of class pri- 
vilege, to preserve which, up to the 
present, men have been prepared to go 
to any length. oe. Sees 
The problem of wealth distribution 
is a world-wide problem; but at the 
same time it is in every capitalist 
country the hottest of social problems 
and far beyond the power _of any 

“Geneva” to solve. All the big crises 

of the last 20 years, including the pre- 

sent war, arose from the basic fact 
that the poverty of 80 per cent. of 
the world’s populatioi prevents them 
from purchasing the goods they have 
helped to produce, and that, as the 
years pass, the disparity between the 
power of production and that of con- 
sumption grows. Years of war and 
war-preparation vastly increase that 
disparity. : 

Consider the following facts: 

(Lt) The present policy of dividing up the 
world into four or five economic units will 
greatly reduce world trade after the war. 

(2) Paying for armaments to the Dominions 
and to the USA by handing over British- 
held foreign securities and by cancelling 
loans, will cause a big fall of ‘‘free’”’ im- 
ports which come as interest payments, and 
thus compel us to increase our exports in 
order to secure our normal amount of im- 
ports—an, impossible task. 

(3) The intensification of production during 
war by speeding up the processes of manu- 
facture, and by extending machine produc- 
tion to food-producing countries, such as (in 
this war) the British Dominigns and the 
S. American Republics will create post-war 
unemployment of phenomenal dimens‘ons. 


Taken altogether, these changes 
foreshadow a ‘far worse post-war 
economic crisis than any that has 
hitherto occurred. Industrial stocks 
and shares will collapse, unemploy- 
ment reach unprecedented propor- 
tions, and revolutionary tendencies 
manifest themselves everywhere. 


FAITH IN ILLUSION 


What most depressed me at the 
meeting to which I have referred was 
the presence of many members of 
countries which Hitler has overrun. I 
felt that they were bein encouraged 
to believe in what appeared to me to 
be a great illusion. 

To promise these people national 
independence and democratic freedom, 
even after a victorious war, is, in my 
view, to promise ‘them the moon. 
Europe has been forced into consti- 
tuting itself an economic unit by such 
instruments as the Versailles Treaty 
and the Ottawa Agreements, and un- 
til the economic stresses which caused 
these are removed, the independence 
and freedom of the small nations can- 
not be restored. The spiritual aspira- 
tions which lie behind the demand for 
national independence will have to 
seek satisfaction within the large 
economic unit, in the era upon which 
we are now entering. 

If this surmise is justified, spiritual 
freedom, both for the individual and 
the nation, will eventually be found 
within the continental and, finally, the 
world economic unit. What is certain 
is that there can be no return to the 
economic or unlimited nationalism of 
1939. Our job is to think forward into 
a new combination of spiritual liberty 
within a wider economic unity, not 
backward along grooves which have 
imprisoned the bodies and souls of 
men and of nations. 


‘tic dictator) has 


But Mr. Eden has assured the world that 


Britain has no intention of trying to 
change the Governments of these 
“Fascist” countries. Thus the very 
phrase, “the successful prosecution of 
the war till Fascism is finally de- 
feated”, indicates a deplorable confu- 
sion in the mind of the overwhelming 
majority of the House of Commons. 


Position of France 


HIS confusion has an immediate 
bearing on the situation. For 
days now France has been in the 
centre of the picture. The latest news 
is that Flandin has resigned and that 
Laval’s demand to be Minister of the 
Interior with full powers (i.e., domes- 
cd been rejected by 
Pétain, who has appointed, Darlan to 
Laval’s former post of vice-regent. 
But the mere fact that two menths 
after ignominiously dismissing Laval 
Pétain felt compelled to offer him a 
place on the Directing Committee 
shows how precarious is Pétain’s 
position, with two-thirds of France 
and two million French prisoners 
hostages in German hands. 

The object of the German pressure 
on Vichy is manifest—to obtain the 
use of Bizerta with at least the pas- 
Sive complicity of the French fleet and 
thus, in combination with the Sicilian 
air-base, to complete the severance of 
British communications in the Medi- 
terranean. At the Eastern ‘end, Ger- 
man penetration of Bulgaria, Mr. 
Seen says, is now an accomplished 


France’s Interests 


[t is clear that Pétain’s resistance 
_ to German pressure is of crucial 
importance to the British war effort. 
Our victories in N. Africa, brilliant 
as they have been, would look irrele- 
vant if the Germans were to master 
the Mediterranean. Laval’s idea is 
that France should take Italy’s place 
as the total collaborator with Ger- 
many and exercise the subaltern lord- 
ship over the Mediterranean which 
Mussolini has failed to establish. 

_ We should be clear that a patriotic 
Frenchman may hold such views. 
There is nothing immoral in holding 
them; and probably Laval is as patrio- 
tic in his own way as Pétain himself. 
They have different ideas as to what 
is in the best interests of France. 
Laval, accepting the inevitability of a 
German hegemony over Europe, be- 
lieves that France’s best chance is to 
accept close economic and political co- 
operation with Germany. Pétain 
regs the former and rejects the 
atter, 


Deeper Issue 


But there is much more involved in 
the struggle between Pétain and 
Laval than this; and probably it is 
with this aspect of the struggle that 
Frenchmen themselves are most con- 
cerned. Deeper down, the issue is be- 
tween a semi-revolutionary and anti- 
clerical national socialism and Pé- 
tain’s Catholic and perhaps ultimately 
monarchist authoritarianism. 

It is notable that the German wire- 
less now denounces Charles Maurras 
-—the founder of the Action Fran- 
caise—as_ the political inspirer of 
Vichy. Maurras is not a Catholic but 
a positivist; but it has always heen 
a political axiom with him that au- 
thoritarian government. in which he 


2 
COMMENTARY . 
(Continued from page |) 


believes on principle, needs the sup- 
port of authoritarian religion: which 
must, in the case of France, be Roman 
Catholicism. 


French View of Democracy 


p is characteristic of the insular un- 
realism of British political thinking that 
both these movements are included in the 
single word ‘'Fascism”; both come under the 
condemnation of the resolution of the House 
of Commons. And, if the House has its way, 
we are condemned to fight on till both move- 
ments are defeated. 

If the French took us serivusly as a politi- 
eal nation (which they do not) they might 
well ask whut is to become of France. The 
“future of democratic institutions’ which, 
according to the House of Commons, depends 
on the final defeat of both movements (by 
whom?) is now a matter of indifference to 
Frenchmen in either camp. They do not be- 
Yieve that democratic political institutions have 
a future; and they certainly do not want 
France to be the country where the experiment 
of resurrecting them is tried. 


Democratic Institutions 


UR unrealism partly comes from our queer 

belief that Britain is a democracy. It 
never has been, though it has possessed some 
tough and valuable democratic institutions, 
and some equally tough aristocratic anes. Cer- 
tainly, it will be as much as Britain can do 
to keep her own democratic institutions alive. 


At the present moment, for example, there | 


is not even the semblance of a possible alterna- 
tive government. If it should come to pass 
that the National Government were badly dis- 


credited—and our economic policy alone makes | 


that not imnossible—our democratic institu- 


tions would be very badly discredited too. Per- | 
haps they still have within them the power | 


of quick adjustment and recovery. It is diffi- 
cult to say. What is certain is that the grow- 
ing practice of suppressing some newspapers 
and warning others is bound to diminish. the 
recuperative power of British  aristopluto- 
democracy. 


Warnings to Newspapers 


R. CHURCHILL'S replies to Mr. Man- 
I der’s very necessary questions about the 


warnings lately given to the Daily Mirror and | 


the Sunday Pictorial were disquieting. They 
strike one as being disingenuous. ‘‘Who,” 
he asked, “has ever heard of its being sug- 
gested that the Government is not entitled to 
have confidential communications with per- 
sons connected with the newspaper press ?”’ 


The answer is, of course, ‘‘Nobody.” But } 


everything depends on the nature of the com- 
munications. 


According to Mr. Mander, the Daily Mirrer 
was told by the Lord Privy Seal that its 
activities were subversive, ‘‘and when they 
asked in what way they were subversive, the 
Lord Privy Seal was unable to give any in- 
formation.” Mr. Churchill said that Mr. Man- 
der’s account was one-sided, and that he did 
not at all accept it. It is possible therefore 
that we are making a mountain out of a mole- 
hill. But it is one’s duty in such circum- 
stances to fear the worst. 


Suppressing Criticism? 


ND the worst would be that these news- 

papers were warned to mend their ways 
because they were critical of the Government. 
“Caasandra,” in the Daily Mirror, has at times 
been very critical of it. But it is fair to 
remember that there are quite other possibili- 
ties; such as the publication of unauthenticated 
and possibly alarming news yeports. But, if 
this were so, why could not ihe Government 
have pointed definitely to the offending 
' matter? 


It is the secrecy and the vagueness of the 
Government communication that is alarming. 
For if it is true that the newspapers were 
warned simply because they were critical of 
the Government, then the very foundations 
of the British kind of democracy are being 
sapped: for without a critical ress, a critical 
Parliamentary Opposition is impossible; and 
without a criticut Parliamentary Opposition, 
British democratic institutions cannot function. 


A Tragic Farce 


AT. it may he asked, has all this to 
do with peace? Much, every way. First 
—though not foremost—-the very existence of 
this journal denends on the admission of the 
right to be honestly and fearJessly critical of 
the Government and of its whole war-policy. 


Second, if vital democratic institutions are 
to be surreptitiously emasculated in this coun- 
try, the notion of prosecuting the war till 
Fascism is finally defeated in order toa preserve 
the future of democratic institulions descends 
from the order of insular ignorance to_ that 
of tragic farce. The idea of restoring demo- 
cratic institutions to France after the war, 
though unimaginative and impolitic, is at least 
pardonable. The idea of restoring to France, 
or any other country, democratic institutions 
which we no Jonger possess ourselves, which 
we have been forced {o jettison in the effort 
of total war. ix, as the French might say, 
sinistre. 


American Aid 
OTICRABLY, Mr. Churchill, in his wire- 


less speech of Feb. 9 (broadcast to USA). 
changed his tune about the need of an Ameri- 
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PcACE 


THE WORLD 


NLESS appearances are decep- 
tive, we must surely regard it 
as a heaven-born turn of events 

| that the conflict in India is being car- 
ried on by non-violent means and by 
picked men and women of tried ex- 
perience and character on the precise 
issue, not of political independence, 
but of the right to plead for non-par- 
ticipation in the war and in prepara- 

| tion for it. We must, it is true, face 
the possibility that a majority of these 
leaders and their followers, at present 
not absolutely convinced of the capa- 
city of a free India to carry through 

a policy of disarmament, will, if and 
when ‘political freedom comes, switch 
over to the usual, only too natural 
expedient of armaments and training 
for violent defence. 

But assuredly it is right for us to 
hope that, under the influence of the 
Spirit of Truth, of the strong satya- 
graha—truth- and _ soul-force—illu- 
minating them, God-inspired men like 
Gandhi and many others, carried on 
by the momentum of the gospel of 
limited non-violence for which they 
are now suffering, and enlightened 
(as, for example, Nehru has been in 
|past years) rather than embittered 
by imprisonment with its solitude and 
quiet—it is right to hope that most 
of these leaders will attain to Ma- 
hatma Gandhi’s unclouded faith in 
the power of the Unseen, and that, 
inspired by their words and example, 
a large section of India’s millions may 
be prepared to make the immense ex- 
periment which national disarmament 
amid a warlike world must imply. For 
though the rest of the nation, when 
deprived of British protection, would 
probably insist on re-arming, the 
|spiritual effect of this act of faith 
would be tremendous throughout the 
world. 

Not less than this must be our earn- 
est hope, so that the present crisis in 
India may prove to be the beginning 
of a new world-epoch, of which 
Gandhi, and Tolstoy before him, will 
| have been the heralds. Yes, India, 
land of faith and vision, asks for our 
thoughts and prayers of love. 
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(NE other large consideration 

merits a few paragraphs. Chief 
among the main strands of Gandhi's 
life and teaching has been his battle 
with the demon of the mass-producing 


ean army in Europe. In his previous refer- 
ence to this perilous matter, he had said that 


we did not need one ‘in 1941", with the im- 
plication that we did in 1942. Now he says :— 


We do not need the gallant American 
armies which are forming throughout the 
American union. We do not need them this 
year, nor next year, nor, so far as I can 
see, any year. 


I guess that he has received word that his 
former statement would out the Lend and 
Lease Bill in jeopardy. The New York corre- 
spondent of The Times, Feb. 10, admits that 
the Americans who are ready ‘ta aid Britain | 
at Lhe risk of war are not ek majority. 


War-Aims 


NEWS 


INDIA’S MESSAGE TO 


machine, a demon which, he believes, 
is only harmless or useful when under 
the most rigid control. 

Some industries and services, such 
as posts, transport, electric power, 
mines and forests perhaps, may 
rightly, he admits, be centralized; but 
when nearly all the goods required by 
men and women are produced by 
standardizing, power-driven machi- 
nery in great factories or on mechan- 
ized farms, under some degree of cen- 
tralized control, aH sorts of evils re- 
sult—the destruction of village eco- 
nomy, craftsmanship, and art, wide- 
spread unemployment, the accumula- 
tion of wealth and power in the hands 
of a privileged class, cut-throat com- 
petition for foreign markets, inevit- 
able war. Even in an industrialized 
communist or socialist State the chief 
of these evils, he believes, will persist. 

Therefore one of the dearest objects 
of his striving is to retain and develop 
the healthy decentralization of India’s 
industrial life on a co-operative basis 
in her 700,000 villages. “You cannot 
build non-violence on a factory civili- 
zation, but it can be built on self-con- 
contained villages. Remember that 
satyagraha cannot operate effectively 
unless vou have faith in the spinning 
wheel.” (Harijan, Nov. 4, 1939.) 


ue 


But the full co-operation of India 
in the war as now sought by Bri- 

tain means primarily the building of 
many new factories in every province, 
the transposing of countless peasants 
from their natural village homes into 
overcrowded quarters in the towns, 
and generally «a vast ‘expansion 
throughout India of the manufacture 
and use of centralized mass-produced 
articles, both munitions of war and 
innumerable kinds of goods besides. 
When the war ends, many if not 
most of these factories will almost in- 
evitably be turned over to the per- 
manent production of peace-time ne- 
cessities and luxuries. It will then be 
difficult to prevent a death-blow to the 
movement to save and expand Indian 


village crafts and simple industries 
aad. to avoid the final immersion 


of the vast majority of the popula- 
tion in the fatal machine-complex of 
international trade-war. 

Now I have not found any explicit 
reference to this vital aspect of the 
situation in any reports that I have 
seen of Gandhi’s recent utterances. 
But I feel as certain as I can be that 
his present anguishing desire to keep 


Drafting Boys Into 
the R.ALF. 


To the Editor of Peace News 


FT AM a little surprised not to have 
seen anywhere a note of protest 
against methods being adopted to en- 
rol young boys in the new Air Train- 
ing Corps. 

Apart altogether from what many will re- 
gard us the evil of training young people in 
the ways of war, the methods being employed 


jand encouraged in this matter seem to be 


GAIN. in spite of the report that Ameri- | 
can anxiety to know something definite | 
about our war-aims is diminishing. I observe | 
that Mr. Harold Nicolson, who is Parliamen- 
| tary Secretary to the Mol, has contributed an 
| article to the New Republic outlining a posi- 
tive counter-proposition to  Hitler’s ‘“‘new | 
order’. ‘This is only quasi-official—a move of 
propaganda rather than volicy. Lord Halifax 
is scheduled to speak on the subject on Feb. 20. 


But pacifists should be mindful that there | 
may be positive dangers to peace in a state- | 
ment of war-aims. One on the lines of the 
House of Commons resolution would be a 
good deal worse than futile. Mr. Nicolson’s 
statement is not open to this objection; but 
any official statement on his lines might lead 


deplorable. In the case of schools which have 
come to my notice, boys of 15 and upward 
ure first being given 2 tempting picture of 
the prospects of free training in aeronautics 
and the possession of blue uniform; they ‘are 
then invited to “‘volunteer,” and the names 
of such as do so are taken down. Not till 
then are the parents formally written to by 
the school authorities for their consent. 


This yrocedure is most. unfair both to parents 
and to boys. To parents, because no father 
enjoys disappointing a boy in his ambition 
and desire for adventure, which have in this 
case been direcied by the vogue of the mo- 
ment; to bovs, because here is a deliberate 
attempt to exploit youth at an age when 
mature judgment is impossible, for the sake 
of recruitment in the RAF. 


to a reply from Hitler indicating his readi- 
ness to co-operate: which would be highly 
| embarrassing. 


‘Inflation 


reached 121 millions a day: which means 
an annual deficit of more than 2,000 millions 
over taxation and savings together. Yet the 
Government is obviously (and understandably) 
afraid to procecd tu any form of the various 
measures which would check the inevitable 
inflation. 


Unless something quite drastic is done— 
either by way of all-round rationing, or com- 
pulsory saving, or compulsory limitation of 
personal expenditure—the inflationary process 
cannot fail to create a critical situation. 
While if something drastic is done, it will 
equally create a critica) situation. 


war. On the rock of this dilemma it is 
more than possible that even the National 
Government will go to pieces. 


. ! 
HE expenditure on war-production has now 


ligation of honour’ on all who sign, to join 
jihe Air Force when of sage, weighs hardly 
lat al! in the mind of a hoy of 15 against the 
! glamour of uniform and the rest of the outfit. 
Yet, in fact, fathers are being asked to hand 
over their buys, prospectively but really, to 
the RAF at the age of 15 or 16. 
| Responsible parents with whom I have 
i spoken on the subject are refusing permission 
at the risk of causing disappointment to their 
sons, but there wil! be thousands of othefs 
who sit lightly to their paternal duties and 
who will. with little or no thought, sign on 
their boys. 
‘wake up until, in two or three years’ time. 
‘they find that their boys have been drafted 
‘automatically into the Force, presumably war 
or no war. . 

Total war has been expected to bring with 
‘it much luss of liberty and ordinarily fair 
‘dealing. But the quite deliberate allurement 
of children of 15 into the Forces and training 
; them for purposes of war is not only what 
‘we have for a decade condemned in the Nazi 
| order but must strike many of us as a crown- 
| ing horror and a gross betrayal of trust. 

G. B. CODE 


The Abbey, Cartiz=le. 


a. February 14, 194] 
STEPHEN HOBHOUSE 


concludes his article 
begun last week 


India out of the full stream of the 
Empire’s war effort has as one of its 


.principle motives the longing to ward 


The avowed ‘“‘ob- | 


Some of these will doubtless not | 


off from his native land this tremend- 
ous danger of accelerated industriali- 
zation—a danger more especially to 
all those  health-giving activities 
which centre round his beloved spin- 
ning-wheel and homespun, the sym- 
bolic charkha and the garments of 
khadi. 


* 


MAY I be forgiven if I end on a 
s personal note? Gandhi, in his 
impact on the Western world, has 
taken up the message of the great 
Russian, Leo Tolstoy, of whom, in his 
South African days, he counted him- 
self a disciple. (Indeed the two men 
exchanged some remarkable letters.) 
Both of these great spirits, though 
deriving their original inspiration 
from the Sermon on the Mount of 
Christ, stand apart from the central 
Christian tradition. 

In the year 1901 (when Gandhi was 
making his early “experiments with 
truth’) I picked up on a railway book- 
stall a little green paper-covered book, 
How I came to believe, by Leo Tolstoy. 
Within a few hours the whole edifice 
of my conventional Christian patriot- 
ism and social outlook collapsed. (It 
was during the Boer War, and I was 
a college student of 20). That en- 
lightenment led me, not without 
much stumbling, through Quakerism 
and some years in a slum tenement to 
one day in the spring of 1917 when, 
on the sea-front of a Devonshire 
town, sentences of two years’ “hard 
labour” (so-called) passed on certain 
young disobedient soldiers were 
solemnly read out at a battalion par- 
ade. (What heroic days they seemed 
then!) 

So I suppose I may call myself one 
of the veterans of our high and holy 
cause; although in the 20 odd years 
since then, owing to a damaged body 


and a quite unnecessary failure of 
nerve, of which I am _ constantly 


ashamed, I have little to my credit 
beyond some attempts to convince a 
select company of readers that our 
pacifist faith lies at the heart of the 
central tradition of “Catholic’’ Chris- 
tianity, as rightly interpreted by a 
few neglected ‘‘mystics”. Now, near 
the end of my course, a providential 
chain of events has led me on to the 
task of helping to convey, by book 
and leaflet, the same message, as pro- 
claimed with quite unprecedented 
power by Tolstoy’s successors, Gandhi 
and his satyagrahis. 

So, on this hospitable page, on what 
may well be my last opportunity to do 
so in print, I would beg you to keep 
the Indian scene and Mahatma (that 
is, the great-souled) Gandhi in the 
centre of your picture—in the centre 
of your thoughts and prayers, remem- 
bering that, as fallible humans, they 
too have their ineonsistencies and 
their lapses. As I read in his Harijan 
the glowing words of that frail little 
ascetic, I feel we can, his 71 years 
notwithstanding, speak of his “immor- 
tal youth”; and T would like to end 
by quoting again in Gandhi’s regard 
the lovelv words of the aged poet 
Yeats, when he wrote: 

An aged man is but a paltry thing, 
A tattered coat upon a stick, unless 


Soul clap its hands and sing. and louder sing 
For every tatter in its mortal dress. 


No Recrimination 


ie December last the RAF heavily bombed 
the Epileptic Hospital and Home at Bethel 
bei Bielefeld, In Germany, causing the injury 
and death of many children. The head of 
this famous institution, ‘tone of the outstand- 
ing pieces of Christian philanthropy in Ger- 
many”, is Pastor von Bodelschwingh, who was 
a candidate for the post of German Reichs- 
bischop, but was passed over in favour of 
Dr. Muller. On the Sunday following this 
deplorable disaster, Pastor von Bodelachwingh 
preached a sermon, part of which was pub- 
lished in The Friend, Dec. 27, 1940. I com- 
mend this nuble and beautiful utterance to 
all my readers. It begins: 


A crue! and indiscriminate war-operation 
has hurled death and destruction upon the 
houses in which mercy does her hidden ser- 
vice to sick and little peonle. Here in 
the House of God we do not speak of the 
injustice that men have done to us, but 
bow ocurselves quietly under the mighty 
hand of God. What does he desire to say 
to us through such experiences? 


No recrimination; a recognition of the com- 
mon tragedy of our common humanity. Com- 
pare it with the outburst of the Vicar of 
St Stephen’s. Coleman Street, over the de 


struction of his empty church reported in 
Peuce News, Jan. 10. 


“Ch 


Prime 


February 14, 1941 


A FREETHINKER’S ~ 


RELIGION 


Christianity or Chaos? A Re-state- 
ment of Religion. By Ethel Mannin. 
(Jarrolds. 7s. 6d.) 

JRECAUSE theological Christianity | 

has so obviously failed to make 
ihe world Christian, a new heresy has 
become rampant; and Christianity is | 
now to be saved in terms of 

Humanism. 
It is hardly likely that the theo- 

logians would wish to have it saved 


-on such terms; for them the founda- 


tions of Christianity are not to be 
found in the Sermon on the Mount | 
(much of which, indeed, was already 
implicit and expressed in the teach- 
ings of Buddha and Confucius and | 
Socrates) but in certain Articles of ' 
Belief, foremost among which stand 
the Fall of Man, Original Sin, the 
incarnation, the Virgin Birth, the Re-| 
demption, the Resurreetion, and the 
Gift of Pentecost. All these Ethel ' 
Mannin in her “Restatement of Re- | 
ligion” is cheerfully prepared to’ 
throw over—some of them as _ hind- 
rances rather than as helps to the: 
cleaning up of the chaos into which: 
the world has tumbled. 

Whether this is a case of emptying | 
away the baby with the bath water, ; 
or a commendable attempt to save the 
baby from being drowned in it, is a 
matter on which there is bound to be 
difference of opinion; but for those! 
who can relish a vigorous and well-! 
written statement of views to which | 
they are opposed, this is a book worth | 
reading, for it has a provocative | 
vitality which can be enjoyed without | 
the accompaniment of assent to its 
propositions. It is essentially the re- 
ligion of a Freethinker—and that, in 
spite of the opprobrium which still 
attaches to the word, is what all 
thinkers about religion ought surely 
to be. 

It was perhaps fear of what free- 
dom of thought was leading to in mat- 
ters of religion which made Baron von 
Hugel declare that “man was God’s 
most dangerous rival”. For him Hu- 
manism was the outstanding danger 
to the theology of Catholicism; and 
the increasing modern tendency to re- 
gard God as immanent rather than 
transcendent, and man as God’s final 
expression, was the summing up of 
that danger. 

For those who share his view this 
book is a dangerous one; but Chris- 
tians and pacifists of the free-think- 
ing variety will find in it much that 
is both interesting and simulating. 


KEEPING 
AFLOAT 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
6 Endsleigh St., W..1 


WeE seem to be living in an age that 

has forgotten how to be merry. 
it is not surprising. Merriment is the 
outcrop of happiness and it is rare to 
come across a_ really happy person 
these days. In the same way that 
laughter is infectious, so is sadness. 
People are sad and becoming sadder. 
In a railway carriage recently—one 
of those carriages divided into box- 
like compartments in which four hu- 
mans crouch or sprawl over a table, 
and in which the air becomes almost 
fetid during a four-hour journey—I 
tried to see the persons behind the 
different faces, It seemed to me they 
were finding it difficult to keep afloat. 
This truth came out from their eyes. 
Watch people’s eyes! It is seldom 
that you look into a pair of merry 
eyes nowadays, 

If Iam right about this, then surely 
one of the most important jobs of the 
pacifist is to re-create laughter, which 
in its turn may awaken a desire for 
continuing the struggle to keep afloat. 

At Dick Sheppard’s funeral service 
in St. Paul’s, Dean Matthews said of 
him that “he was not afraid to be 
a fool for Christ’s sake.’? No-one could 
fail to be merry in Dick Sheppard’s 
company. He of all men knew how to 
re-create happiness and inspire hope. 

There is a desperate need for buoy- 
ancy today. The future is going to be 
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A review of Vera Brittain’s book, ENG- 
LANDS HOUR, which was published by Mac- 
millan on Tuesday, has unavoidably been held 
aver and will appear next week. 


__PEAC 


DECENCY 


E NEWS 


A Birthday Message from 
ARTHUR PONSONBY 


( Lord Ponsonby will be 70 


on Sunday, Feb. 16) 
"HEN one reaches the age 


of seventy it is a great 
opportunity for review- 
ing the past and indulging in 
self-examination which may lead 
to attempts atself-justification 


or an orgy of self-condemnation. 


I have no inclination to use the op- 
portunity in this way. To begin with, 
I do not believe the age label is of the 
smallest consequence. On the con- 
trary, I think it is misleading. I may 
be alone in regarding the passage of 
time as of no sort of importance and 
therefore a retrospective personal 
examination of it as pure waste of 
time. 


We all know the falsity of the age 
label because we know young men of 
eighty and old men of forty. It is for- 
titude of spirit, not physical strength, 
that counts. There is nothing to my 
eredit in having good physical health. 
It might even denote insensitiveness. 
Nor need there be anything to my dis- 
eredit if I were constantly ill. 

Again, the notable achievements of 
men who have died quite young should 
make us hesitate in our conventional 
congratulations to the aged because 
of their age. 

But my reluctance, or rather re- 
fusal, to dwell, not on the past but on 
my past does not arise from the dif- 
ficulties and inconsistencies in dis- 
eriminating between youth and age, 
but from the overwhelming import- 
ance I attach to the present, the next 
day, even the passing moment. 


Not the morbid regret at lost oapy- 
portunities, not self-satisfaction at 
past triumphs, not the building up of 
hopes that may be shattered, nor the 
framing of resolutions probably be- 
yond one’s strength—in fact it is not 
ignoring the past in order to plunge 
into the mists of the future; but it is 
the opportunity presented by the all 
too fleeting moments of the present, 
which we instinctively feel, rightly or 
wrongly, we have power to mould and 


to utilize for our purpose, and on 
which we may leave an imprint, how- 
ever small, which may tell in the 
long run. 

Our puny efforts may seem of little 
consequence; but we cannot follow 
their vibrations. At any rate, con- 
sciousness of a power to control, how- 
ever little justified, is stimulating and 
invigorating. As long as our spirit 
is awake we need never be too old to 
use it. 

As I pass beyond the three score 
years and ten mark I feel no desire 
to rake up old experiences, to point 
a moral, give advice, or utter a 
warning. 

I am possessed by a feeling of gra- 
titude which I should like to ‘express 
to my fellow members_of the Peace 
Pledge Union. It will not take the 
form of congratulations on success or 
on their courage and determination, 
but of thanks for their sanity and 
more especially for their decency. 


As we slither down into the abyss 
of barbarism, moral values count 
less and less, and upholders of them 
may even be charged with treason; 
deeds of heroism are desecrated by the 
blatant vulgarity of the publicity 
given to them; the tragedies of suffer- 
ing are merely utilized to strengthen 
a craving for revenge; the eloquent 
jargon of orators is used purposely to 
distort the truth; crime, though con- 
cealed, increases, injustice flourishes, 
education is neglected, the amenities 
of life are coarsened, the lower pas- 
sions are encouraged and consequently 
decency is derided. 


There is nothing new in all this. It 
is the usual setting for a war; only 
this time everything has been pushed 
to a lower extreme. In the general 
drift, only by constant vigilance can 
one keep a footing. How grateful I 
feel, therefore, that a body of men 
and women, ignored, bewildered and 
frustrated, have determinedly main- 
tained their decency and tenaciously 
elung for guidance to their ideals, be 
they rational, ethical, or religious! 


Thank you! Of course you are not 
alone. Many more than you can be 
aware of have been and are still 
following your example, even though 
they may not enrol as members of 
our Union. 


"GROUP NOTES | 


grim before it is bright, and if we are 
to survive the troubles, our spirits 
must be gay. After all there is lots 
to laugh about. Starting off with the 
morning shave I find the object look- 
ing back at me from the mirror in- 
credibly funny! Look down any tram 
ear at the variety of comicality and 
pomposity spread out before vou (and 
them) and then say there is nothing 
to laugh about. 


The horrors that surround us hide 
the happiness that might be. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Bournemouth Region.—In spite of black-out 
and difficulties of travelling in this wide 
spread region, PPU work continues almost 
unabated. After a successful year in 1940. 
this vear has begun conspicuously. Since 
Christmas two weekends have seen visits from 
HQ spenkers. In January Roy Walker con- 
ducted a weekend school], and on February 1 
and 2 Sybil Morrison and Dorothy Evans ad- 
dressed meetings. Their visit created a deep 
impression and Miss Morrison's talk at the 
Meeting House on Sunday was full of sound 
rensoning and common sense. She pointed out 
that a military vietory for Britain will not 
of itself bring peace. Peace must be worked 
for now, whatever the result of the war. 


Other activities include the sale of nearly 
200 Peace News each week, literature distri- 
bution. a library, committees dealing with 
victimization and LAB work. In addition dele 
gates are being sent ta the Women’s Coanfer- 
ence on March 22 and to the AGM in April. 

A_ class for young sneakers is producing 
good results and it is hoped soon to have a 
rota to send out fo address other organiza- 
tions. Local newspapers are being carefully 
watched and letters to editors will receive 

more attention. (Other regions please copy!) 

Taunton.—A emall but thoughtful group in 
a part of the country as yet fairly free from 
war, the chief sign being evacuees. When 1 
met them last week we discussed the possible 
changes that the future will bring and sug- 
gested plans to meet the new conditions. 

Swindon.—One of the most active groups 
in the country, with u finger in ail the local 


pies. Led by Bill Bryant and supported by 
many influential clergy and a wonderfully 
cheerful and enthusiastic group, a]! goes well. 
After a splendid meeting of over 100 they 
gave me £10 to take back to HQ (part of 


their annunl donation of £15). They are 
running a rest centre and hold ‘watching 
briefs” for evacuees, refugees, and COs. Alto- 


gether « wonderful outfit. 


High Wycombe.—Inseparably connected with 
the late Eric Gill (who was its president), 
this group is maintaining a virile existence, 
The meeting last Saturday was wel) attended 
and a good tea was provided for everyuze. 
Members of the Slough and Aylesbury groups 
rode over on their bicycles and others came 
from as far away as Stokenchurch and Lea- 
consfield. Much delight was shown by the 
meeting at the decision of FoR and PPU to 
work more closely. 


Teddington and Hampton.—Another group 
ormed. which means another milestone 
reached in spite of the obvious difficulties of 
these times. One of the primary objects of 
forming the group has been to give expression 
to the more practical side of pacifism, and 
therefore, apart from the regular weekly 
group meeting, the activities in progress in- 
clude first-aid classes, afternoon service sec- 
tion fur women (sewing, ete.), and a study 
group. Now the group is trying the experi- 
ment of Sunday meetings, and it is proposed 
to put into uperation a mobile service unit 
for first aid and other purposes. The secretary 
is George Barnett, 17 Connaught Road, Ted- 
dingtun, Middx. 


West Wickham.—“What are We Going to 
Do Now?" was the title of a one-day con- 
ference organized by West Wickham (Kent) 
group at Elmers End Free Church Hal! on 
Saturday. The speakers were Jean Fraser, 
W. J. S. N. Grindlay, and Leslie Johns. Dr. 
Vincent Long was in the chair, There was 
a good attendance, particularly at the nfter- 
noon session. Several other activities are be 
ing planned in this area. 


Sheftield.—Vera Brittain will address mem- 

bers on Sunday (Feb. 16) at 2 pm in Shef- 

field Educational Settlement,Shipton ‘treet. 
There will be questiona and discussion, und 
members of other pacifist groups are invited. 
On March 8 the Annual! General Meeting for 
Sheffield members will be new in the Shelley 
Room of the Sunshine Cafe. Orchard Street, 
at 3 pm 
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Women’s Section 


PREPARE FOR PEACE 


Barbara Duncan Harris 


Chairman of the British Section ef the 
Women’s International League fer 
Peace and Freedom. 


POSSIBLY one of the most difficult 

features of this moment for peace 
workers is the feeling of frustration 
and inability to influence the events 
which crash to disaster around us. 
They are events which have been fore- 
seen for long enough, and the outcome 
of events far past. If we want in the 
future a different kind of world we 
must prepare for it with the intent- 
ness and wholeheartedness with which 
for years past the whole “civilized” 
world has prepared for a war 
situation, 

It was in 1935 that the fact was 
born in upon me that we were already 
in the rapids that lead to war. I was 
ordering certain large sterilizers for 
a maternity hospital, and found that 
there would be much delay in meeting 
this urgent need because of Govern- 
ment claims on the metal required; 
the claims of war were overriding the 
claims of civil life. 

Now, in the middle of war it is not 
too soon, while so much is in the melt- 
ing-pot, to think out the essentials of 
a peaceful world. Peace is not a trim- 
ming to be added to life. The will to 
live peaceably must be woven into the 
very warp and woof of daily concerns 
and all the complex relationships of 
modern life. It is not too soon to think 
out, now, in this changing world, the 
essentials of a peaceful order. 

Once again war is speeding up in- 
dustrial production and spreading the 
industrial field. When the bombs stop 
falling this great war machine will 
be whirring at top speed, but the out- 
let: for its produce will suddenly be- 
come stopped. Planning is in hand for 
the distribution, at the cessation of 
hostilities, of some of the huge food 
surpluses that are piling up in a hun- 
gry world. Everywhere there is a 
growing concern to forestall disaster 
when the war machine stops. But is 
there any adequate will to secure a 
lasting solution for the exchange of 
goods and_ services between indi- 
viduals, and between different coun- 
tries with varying needs and 
resources ? 

If we would have peace, we must 
begin now to prepare for a world that 
can live peaceably. That will involve 
not only an examination of standards 
and habits of life—e.g., where does 
the safeguarding of maternity come 
in the scale of social values? Or, 
even more pertinently, can a British 
mother enjoy a standard of welfare 
in a peaceable world which is not 
equally enjoyed by Indian, German, or 
African mothers? It will involve the 
change over now to a new set of 
values as the standard to which we 
propose to work whenever and wher- 
ever opportunity offers. 

Only as we succeed in shaping our 
community life in harmony with the 
need of common men everywhere, only 
as we use man’s growing power over 
things to this end shall we be able to 
shape an international order which 
will grow strongly and naturally as. 
an organic whole. The narrow na- 
tionalisms of the dictators and the 
larger nationalisms of the empires 
have demonstrably failed to pass the 
test of meeting the common needs of 
men everywhere: Ottawa Agreements 
cannot lay the foundations of a har- 
monious world. In our attitude here 
and now to family allowances, to the 
poor banana growers of Jamaica, to 
the whole problem of India, we fore- 
cast the shape of things to eome; and 
we may, here and now, prepare for 
peace, 


——— 
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At the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club 
Binney Street, Oxford St. W.i 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 3 p.m. 


VERA BRITTAIN 


will give a reading from her new 
book, England’s Hour 


Admission Free. Collection. 


THE PEACE WE WANT 


Under the above head, a series of pamphlets 
will be issued shortly by the office of the 
“NEGRO CITIZEN”. <A few pence lovers in 
different districts are wanted to helo to circu- 
late them. 

Enquiries to. The Editor, 

NEGRO CITIZEN, 
3a, Hunters Road, Birmingham, [8. 

If you agree with the colour bar, then you 
don"t want peace, so don’t answer this advert. 
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PEACE NEWS_ 
MIDDLETON MURRY REPORTS PROGRESS ON 


“P.N.” Hath Her Community Land Training 
Scheme 


Heroes... | 


By John W. Cowling | 


6) EACE NEWS hath her heroes” 
Pp —to adupt an old adage—“no 
less renowned than the na- 
tional press.” But whereas daily 
papers have lately paid tribute to 
their workers who carry on with their 
vital jobs during the “blitz”, 1 feel a 
word of praise is overdue for the local 
distributors of Peace News who 
voluntarily fill such a key role in our 
present system of distribution. In the 
big cities which have suffered heavy 
air raids, they have worked wonders. | 
In Coventry, for example, there’ 
were two or three weeks when Peace 
News did not arrive at all. Then fol- 
lowed a period when circulation was 
inevitably lower than before. But to- 
day Coventry members are taking 
more topies than ever! (And they 
were to try street-selling last Satur- 
day.) 

Birmingham is an instance of a city 
which, because it is so large, provides 
greater problems. Here, as in Man- 
chester, the copies are distributed 
from the local Dick Sheppard Centre 
or PPU office to a large number of 
groups. Dislocation or delay at the 
centre thus affects a wide area. 

But Birmingham and Manchester 
sales continue to go up—and in the 
former city street-selling was tried 
recently for the first time since last 
May. Though only three copies were 
sold the weather was so appallingly 
bad that the result was considered to 
be good, and the two sellers intend 
to carry on (heroes of the blizzard, as 
well as of the blitz!). 


DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME 


Liverpool, Cardiff, Swansea, South- 
ampton, and Plymouth have not 
allowed raids to reduce sales. Bristol 
has suffered serious dislocation, due to 
one newsagent with a large circula- ' 
tion having his shop burnt out; but 
members have done good work in 
making alternative plans and re-. 
establishing contact with the readers | 
affected. 

In Sheffield, where the Dick Shep- 
pard Centre closes earlier than was 
the case before recent raids, similar | 
problems have to be faced, as this is | 
another distributing centre for a wide. 
area. Here, too, the challenge is be- | 
ing met. 

The very fact that such conditions 
are being met as a challenge is, I be- 
lieve, a guarantee that the influence | 
of Peace News will be still further 
extended. | But don’t leave it all to! 
your local Peace News distributor! i 


a « = 


This week’s hint: Have you tried to 
discover whether any of the trades- 
men you see regularly (baker, milk- 
man, etc) are sympathetic? I know 
of one reader who makes good use of 
such regular contacts for passing on 
copies of Peace News and other litera- 
ture. After all, the customer is 
always right! 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial. Publishing & Advertisemem 
Office: (Please specify department) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 


Subscription Rates: 
Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10s 6d 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Stil) 


less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed ar 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unlesa a atamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage 


THE provisional committee of the 
= Community Land Training Asso- 
ciation has resolved to do its utmost 
to purchase a farm of 300 acres in 
Lincolnshire, which has been inspected 
and approved by two well-known 
pacifist farmers. 

For this purpose the sum of £10,000 
is required as quickly as_ possible, 
either in the form of donations, inter- 
est-free loans, or ‘investment loans 
bearing interest at a maximum rate 
of 33 per cent. per annum. Since there 
is no time to be lost, will all those 
willing to give, lend, or invest money 
communicate immediately with the 
Acting Treasurer, CLTA, The Oaks, 
Langham, near Colchester? 

It is intended to co-ordinate this 
scheme very closely with the West 
Country enterprise for the acquisition 
of Goose Green, Farm, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset (Secretary, Donald Weight, 
Greycot, Roman Way, Glastonbury), 
which is the form finally taken by the 
original effort to acquire the Bruder- 
hof property. 

In both cases a friendly society will 
be formed under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act; in both cases 
the first object of the directors of the 
society will be to continue the farm 
as a self-supporting economic enter- 
prise under skilled management and 
worked by skilled men. The property 
will therefore offer a well-secured in- 
vestment to those who, with the best 
will in the world, cannot afford to 
make gifts or interest-free loans. It 
is essential that the Lincolnshire 
scheme be regarded as in no way com- 
petitive with the Goose Green Farm 
society. 

The difficulty in the way of co- 
ordinating the two schemes absolutely 
—that is, by pooling finance—is that 
the Goose Green Society has already 
raised a great part of the money it 
requires. Until the Lincolnshire farm 
society is in a like position, any such 
arrangement would be inequitable. All 
the more reason, therefore, for raising 
the £10,000 necessary for the Lincoln- | 
shire farm without delay, in order that | 
the full co-ordination of the two socie- , 
ties may be achieved as soon as’ 
possible. 


FOUNDATION OF COMMUNITY 


The immediate object of the scheme ' and couking facilities ; 


is to run the farm as a going concern; 
the final purpose is to give a thorough | 


the family, leading its individual life, 
in its own house, but uniting in co- 
operative work and communal activi- 
ties. The community, in this sense, 
is to be regarded as a practical and 
natural pattern of healthy social life. 
Abnormality—except in respect of the 
degenerate soeiety now in existence 
—and segregation are its antithesis. 
It aims at a true normality and a 
maximum positive value to society at 
large. 


THE PARTICIPANTS 


The final purpose of the Lincoln- 
shire farm society is to train pacifists 
to become key-men in such communi- 
ties. It is therefore primarily in- 
tended for some of the steadily in- 
creasing number of those who have 
discovered in themselves a life-voca- 
tion for this effort at the natural re- 
generation of society. While it is the 
conviction of the founders that the 
only enduring basis for such an effort 
is the Christian faith, no eredal pro- 
fession is required for participation. 

Christians must be judged by their 
works rather than by their doctrine, 
in the sense of the saying: ‘“‘Do the 
works and ye shall know the doc- 
trine.” The qualities required in pro- 
spective members of the new com- 
munity are an absence, or conquest, of 
egoism, a steady devotion to the 
cause, and an abiding “sense of the 
whole”, . 

Finally, both the West Country and 
the Lincolnshire schemes are con- 
ceived as single enterprises in a chain 
of similar societies and training farms 
to be extended throughout the 
country. 
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ACCOMMODATION 
PACIFIST COUPLE require bed-sitting room 
anywhere 20-25 miles 
outside London. Box 653, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 

PACIFIST has furnished bed-sitting-room to 


practical training to a certain num- ; let, with use of kitchen and bathroom, in N.W. 


ber of pacifists in order to fit them 
for responsible work in independent 
communities having their basis in the 
land. This, the founders of the society | 
believe, is the necessary practical 
foundation of any successful effort to 
create a new form of local community. | 


The word community is often mis- | Struthera, Wallaceton, Cardross. 


understood and too narrowly inter- 
preted. In the first place, the fully- 
fledged community is not to be under- 


_stood as restricted to workers on the 
| land. 


A healthy community would in- 
elude workers of various kinds (see. 
“Blue-print of Community”, The 
Adelphi, Dec. 1940). f ; 
Secondly, the unit of community is 
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One thing seems plain to us: that the Ger- 
mang have as positive a contribution as our- 
selves to make to European unity. If we can 
contribute principles of political and spiritual 
liberty which they cannot, they can contri- 


bute principles of economic order which we | 


cannot. If Eurovean unity is to be effective, 
then the economic part of it must be to a 
considerable extent under the technical guid- 
ance of Germany. The combination really 
required for a viable European unity is Ger- 
man technical and organizational capacity, 
British principles; of the liberty of the sub- 
ject, and French civilization or savoir vivre. 
And the first two of these have to undergo 
mutual adjustment to be compatible with 
one another. British liberty in the full 19th 
century sense is quite irreconcilable with the 
economic necessities of a new European 
unity. 

It is the reconciliation of these two con- 


| tributions that is required. We believe it can- 
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not be had by military victory of either side. 
We are not under the illusion that it will 
be fully achieved even by a year of sittings 
at the conferencetable. But that. we are 
convinced, is the only way to begin. with 
some solid hope of gradual success, a task 
which will take years, perhaps generations. 


. Harria 


suburb of London; moderate terms. Box 668, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 
VEGETARIAN seeka room (preferably un- 
furnished) in quiet house round Palmers Green. 
Vegetarian household preferred, though not 


essential. Box 663, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 
WANTED, comfortable home for old lady 


light nursing occasionally re- 
Reply 


in Glasgow; 
quired; terms not exceeding 652s. 6d. 


EDUCATIONAL 

CLASSES in speaking and writing for peace 
wil] run monthly (fortnightly if desired) 
Sunday afternoons beginning February 23; 
Js 6d each class. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 
32 Primrose Hill! Road, London, N.W.3; Cun- 
ningham 6288. Other classes arranged else- 
where in London on request. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace anc 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imag 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts, corres 
pondence lessons 5s. each—Dorothy MattheWa 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.8 


FOR SALE 

CYCLES. Britain’s best at £7 5s., carriage 
paid; every necessary accessory; even to cyclo 
meter. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Cycle Co., Coventry. 

PEACE STICKERS strins of 5 different; 
1,000, 3.; 500, 1s 9d: 200, 18; nost free. 
W. J. Brigden, pacifist printer, 232 Sellin- 
court Road, S.W.17. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 

MARRIED COUPLE (23) willing ta work 
for keep; farm or Jand community; inexperi- 
enced but keen. Box 657, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. : 

PACIFIST, EXEMPT ARMY, and wife, 
both 21, seek agricultural employment; strong, 
intelligent. Box 656, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road. N.4. 

PACIFIST, 20, conditionally exempt, re- 
quires market gardening or agricultural work, 
Oxford and district. Box 655, Peace News, 
8 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

PACIFISTS WANTED for 


S.E. London 


centre; married couple or individuals. Apply 
Dick Sheppard Centre, 158 Queen's Road, 
§.E.15. 

WANTED URGENTLY, full-time woman 


warden for income-pooling community; also 
assist social work. Particulars to Leonard 
Boulton, 1? Wellesley-road, Chiswick, W.4. 


MEETINGS 

BIRMINGHAM F.O.R. invites you to a meet- 
ing at Carrs Lane Church, Sunday, Feb. 16; 
12.30 picnie lunch; 1.30 Prof. J. R. Coates 
on ‘“‘War .. . . What does the Bible say?’ 

HOLBORN and ST. PANCRAS Group meet 
first and third Saturday at 2.30; Feb. 16, 
Bill Grindlay; Mareh 1, Roy Walker. 


February 14, 1941 


NEWS OF C.0.5 


N the House of Commons on July 

18, 1940, Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minis- 
ter of Labour, said he was consider- 
ing a scheme for the payment into a 
central fund of the difference between 
payment (of conscientious objectors) 
in civil employment and the value of 
a soldier’s pay and rations. 


It had been thought that the pro- 
posal might meet criticisms that COs 
were “having it both ways” by being 
exempt from military service and at 
the same time drawing more money 
than soldiers got. The Central Board 
for Conscientious Objectors, however, 
while recommending COs voluntarily 
to offer any difference to some social 
or relief purpose, opposed a compul- 
sory deduction from wages. 


Mr. Bevin has now informed Mr. 
T. E. Harvey, MP (House of Com- 
mons, Feb. 6): 


I have given careful consideratian to this 
proposal, which would require legislation 
before it could be put into effect, and have 
discused it with the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee representing the TUC and the British 
Employers’ Confederation. 


As a result I am satisfied that whatever 
may be the merits of the proposal, it would 
arouse acute controversy and would require 
elaborate and expensive administrative 
machinery for its effective operation. In 
these circumstances I have decided not to 
proceed further in the matter. 


PACIFIST “DECORATED” 


David Wileman, a 24-year-old New South- 
gate pacifist, was recently publicly presented, 
by the Mayor of Southgate, with the bronze 
medal of the RSPCA. As Southgate’s chief 
Animal Guard in a scheme svonsored by the 
National ARP Animals Committee, he worked 
among debris from nine o’clock one night 
until 10.80 next morning to rescue a dog. He 
had been registered by his tribunal for nan- 
combatant duties, but was not satisfied with 
the decision. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

C.O. welcomed as full-time gardener at 
Surrey Guest Hause; full board and lodging 
provided; ‘‘pocket-money’’ wage; must know 
something about garden work and be willing 
to tackle it. Apply, Hurtmore Farm Houre, 
Godalming. Surrey. 

. €.0.3 SEEKING A.R.P. employment are be 
ing freely accepted by near-London borough. 
Box 662, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

FARM HAND, used to horses und market- 
gardening, also wife to assist in employer's 
home; Kent, near London. Box 651, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

KINGSLEY HALL. Woman wanted, 28 
years or older, for housemothering and generel 
settlement work; keep and small remunera- 
ten, Apply Patrick Figgix, Kingaley Hall. 

OW. 

PAPER WAREHOUSEMAN wanted, prefer- 
ably used to guillotine work and able to drive 
van. Bradshaw Printing Co.. 146 High Street. 
Harborne, Birmingham. Tel. Harborne 0369. 

PLASTERER and HANDYMAN for Chris- 
tian builder. Max Dixon, 87 Harold Road, 
*Phone Waltham Crosa 2447. 

TAILOR; wanted, ladies’ and gentlemen's 
coat maker: state age, experience and wage 
required; (Sussex). Box 652, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

WANTED, C.O. or girl, British aor refugee. 
for garden work, give some help in house; 
alternatively, C.O. and wife to undertake gar- 
den and housework together. Hrayshaw, Mot- 
tram Cottage, Dean Row, Wilmslow, Man- 
chester. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 

ANALYTICAL CHEMIST, 25, seeks progres- 
sive acientific employment; B.Sc. (subsidiary) ; 
electroplating and rubber exnerience. Norman 
Rickard, 15 Woodberry Way, N.12. 

C.0., 29, unconditionally exempt, desires 
clerical or teaching work: 14 years’ clerical 
experience, qualified elocution teacher. Box 
659, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.14. 

C.0., 39 (adaptable), 25 years’ office ex- 
perience, mainly publishing trade, seeking 
change (not routine work). Box 660, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 

MINISTER, WITHOUT PARISH owing to 
evecuation, seeks employment; training fits 
for club work, secretaryship, or bookshon, but 


not exclusively sv. Box 657, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

YOUNG MARRIED COUPLE, | pacifists, 
both B.A... qualified tenchers, interested 


music, art, literature, seek some kind of in- 
teresting employment which offera reasonable 
prospects in return for hard work; com- 
munity or otherwise. Box 630, Peace News, 


3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRY HILLS: Food Reform; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation: central 
heating, h. and ¢. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K._S. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. 
Helen Whiticom), health practitioner, osteo- 
path, bone-setter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods: consultations by 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1._(Vie- 
toria 0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Leteh- 
worth. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re 
ligious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Friends House. Euston Road, London, N.W.1 

THE Central London Unit of the Pacifiat 
Service Units, requires another bieycle for 
inereased first aid and patrol wark: would 
any sympathizer Iend or give a suitable 
machine? 22in. frame desirable. 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. 
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